White Dress-Shirt Holy Ghost by Parran, Robert J.
The Prairie Light Review
Volume 12
Number 1 Flourishes Article 16
Fall 12-1-1993
White Dress-Shirt Holy Ghost
Robert J. Parran
College of DuPage
Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.cod.edu/plr
This Selection is brought to you for free and open access by the College Publications at DigitalCommons@COD. It has been accepted for inclusion in
The Prairie Light Review by an authorized editor of DigitalCommons@COD. For more information, please contact orenick@cod.edu.
Recommended Citation
Parran, Robert J. (1993) "White Dress-Shirt Holy Ghost," The Prairie Light Review: Vol. 12 : No. 1 , Article 16.
Available at: https://dc.cod.edu/plr/vol12/iss1/16
White Dress-Shirt Holy Ghost
Robert J. Parran
He comes in the middle of the night,
a white messenger from heaven,
a kind reaper,
so kind that his extended hand
is irresistible.
Your fingers reach past the telephone silhouette
and beyond the dark edge of the nightstand,
where the alarm clock has lost its time
but gained delirium.
Your hand goes to his hand,
and the distance between is electric,
like in the art book pictures
of The Birth of Man .
Still you reach
toward your benign rescuer,
but as sleep recedes in favor of reality,
it becomes apparent that your savior
is nothing more
than tomorrow's white dress shirt
neatly draped over your chair.
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